UA66/5 Newsletter by WKU Agriculture
Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®




Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the Agricultural Economics Commons, Agricultural Education Commons, Agronomy
and Crop Sciences Commons, Botany Commons, Dairy Science Commons, Higher Education
Administration Commons, and the Other Animal Sciences Commons
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact connie.foster@wku.edu.
Recommended Citation
WKU Agriculture, "UA66/5 Newsletter" (2003). WKU Archives Records. Paper 3176.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/3176
\ 
Western Kentucky University 
Department of Agriculture 
Newsletter 
I Big Rlxl WilY, Bowling Gn.'Cn. KY 42101 -3576 E-mail: agriculture@wku.(.:Ju Tel: (270) 745-3151 Fax: (270) 745·5972 
Fall 2003 
Comments from the Department Head 
Dr. Jenks Britt 
Homecoming 
Plan now to attend Homecoming on November 1, 
2003. This year we are recognizing our graduates 
wi th reunions based on year of graduation at 5-year 
intervals. (fyou graduated in '98, '93, '88, '83, ' 78, 
'73, '68, '63, '58, '53, '48, '43, '38, or '33 you have 
a special invitation to attend this event. Names of our 
graduates came from the WKU alumni list and "Road 
10 Excellence", Mr. H. C. Cary's hi story of agriculture 
at WKU. Details of the Homecoming activities 
follow. Of course, if you did not graduate in one of 
those years, you still have a special invitation to 
attend. 
Homecoming Luncheon 
This years Homecoming will feature pre-luncheon 
FARM TOURS by the Agriculture Ambassadors 
from 10:30 a.m.- 12:00 noon al the EXPO Center. 
Agriculture al umni will meet at II :30 a.m. and the 
luncheon will be at 12 :30 p.m. at the EXPO Centcr 
(nol Garrett). 
Door Prizes - Diddle Arena C hairs 
The Department of Agriculture has some of the 
old seats from Diddle Arena. A pair of mounted 
seats will be awarded (by drawing of name) to an 
alumnus who returns the information sheet from 
the back of this newsletter or e-mails the 
information to ae,riculturc@wku.edu by 
December 1,2003. 
There will be a door prize drawing at the 
Homecoming Luncheon for a second pair of 
seals. You must be present al the luncheon to be 
eligible for this set. If you win a set at the 
luncheon, you will not be eligible for a second 
sel. 
WKU Field Day - 2003 
Thanks for a great job of organization by fann 
manager and field day chainnan Tim Hughes. The 
South Centml Kentucky Agriculture Field Day was 
a great success. Over 400 people anended either the 
special guest dinner on the 23rd of July or the field 
day on July 241h. 
USDA-ARS Expanding 
The United States Department of Agriculture-
Agriculture Research Service (USDA,ARS) will be 
locating up to 4 modular labomtories on the 
University Farm. With the idea that in 5 years a 
permanent brick structure will be located either on 
the fann or on campus. The mission of the lab is to 
study animal waste management and watcr quality. 
Up to 5 full lime scientists plus a stafT of I 0 or so 
will create opportunities for both faculty and 
students to become more invo lved in agriculture 
research. WKU agriculture has already received 
more than SI,OOO,OOO in funding fo r thi s animal 
waste and forage research. One laboratory on 
campus is already dedicated to ARS research 
activities. 
New Faculty Member 
Dr. Martin Stone joined our faculty in August as 
an Assistant Professor in Horticulture. Dr. Stone 
received his PhD from Texas A & M University. In 
addition to teaching he owns a landscape business. 
We believe Dr. Stone's business experience wi ll be 





Congratulations are due to Dr. Gordon Jones for 
being named the University' s outstanding faculty 
member for advising. Dr. Jones advises over 100 
students each semester. His advisees are students in 
Animal Science or Pre-Vet. Not only does he 
advise undergrad uates he also advises graduate 
students in Animal Science. WKU Agriculture has 
an excell ent record in the acceptance rate of our 
students to Veterinary School at Auburn and the 
primary reason is the efTorts put forth by Dr. Jones 
in guiding these students in the right direction. 
Congratulations Gordon on a job well done. 
??? Million 
Pete Dotson will be heading up an effort to increase 
our scholarship endowment to one million dollars. 
This will allow us to give fifty $ 1 ,000 scholarships 
yearly. Endowments can spend 5% of the 
endowment fund yearly. By using this conservati ve 
amo unt in most years, the endowment wi ll increase 
in value. Pete wi ll be calling on most of you to help 
us reach the $1,000,000 goal. Early contributors 
who can give S50,OOO may have their gifts matched 
by the state. Donations are given over a five year 
period and to qualify for match ing funds 
contributions do not have to be given by a single 
individua l. Family groups or other groups may 
qualify. This is your opportunity to show your 
b1fatitude to the Department of Agriculture for its 
continued outstanding perfonnance. Our scholarship 
endowment now stands at about $250,000. 
2nd in Nation 
Four WKU dairy science students competed in thi s 
years 2003 North American Intercollegiate Dairy 
C hallenge. The contest was held in April at 
Michigan State University and Western competed 
against 23 teams from across the country. The two-
day contest measures the student 's abili ty to 
evaluate management on dairy fanns and suggest 
management changes that would make the fanns 
more profitable. The first day the students are given 
a packet of information about the farm including 
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DHIA records, rations, fi nancial records, and other 
printed infonnation. The four member teams also 
have a 12 and a IS-mi nute period in which they may 
ask questions of the fann manager. They then have 
a 90-minute period in which they may view the faml 
fac ilities and watch mi lking, feeding and other 
procedures. A fier the fann visit the students are 
given six hours, under supervised conditions (no 
outside contact) to di scuss their findings and to 
prepare a power point computer presentation of 
their evaluation of the fann 's management. 
The second day the four team members have 20 
minutes to present their findings to a group of 
judges. Each team member must present five 
minutes and when fini shed the team is questioned 
by the judges. 
Western 's team made up of Chad Bishop from 
Magnolia, KY, Brandon Davis and Brent Mays 
from Greensburg, KY, and Andy Pike from 
Campbell sville, KY, fini shed 2nd in the nation ahead 
of teams from Ohio State, Michigan State, Penn 
State, Iowa State, University of Minnesota, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Purdue, Texas 
A&M, University of Florida and several o ther 
schools. Team members received plaques and 
scholarships. Jenks Britt was the team's coach. 
Ag Expo Ccntcr 
We also welcome Mr. Darrin Benton as the new 
Director of the L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition 
Center. Damn graduated from WKU in 1997 and 
has been wi th the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture in the division of Shows and Fairs since 
1998. Damn has brought changes to the Expo 
Center that you can see first hand when you attend 
the homecoming alumni luncheon. In addition to 
managing the Expo Center, Darrin is quite active in 
judging national li vestock shows across the U.S. 






The 2003-04 Agriculture Ambassadors are: 
Ricky Arnett - Greensburg, KY 
Emily Branstetter - Hardyvi lle, KY 
Erin Brown - Noblesville, IN 
Pam CotTey - Nancy, KY 
Lindsey Cottrell - Upton, KY 
Brandon Davis - Greensburg, KY 
Brandon Garnett - Hopkinsvi lle, KY 
Holly Gilpin - Campbellsville, KY 
Whitney LeGrand - Warsaw, KY 
Andy Pike - Campbellsville, K Y 
The Agriculture Ambassadors along with their 
adv isors Drs. Jones and Slcugh are leading our 
student recruitment efforts through OUT early 
admission program, phonathon, school visits and 
"Focus on Western" , As alumni you can help us 
recruit by sending us the names of students or if you 
are teach ing, allowing us to visit your school. 
OUT early admission program allows students to be 
admitted in November 2003 Jor the fall of 2004. 
This earl y admission puts the students who 
participate at an advantage because they arc allowed 
to register early, thus there is a good chance they 
wi ll get the classes they want as fi rst semester 
freshmen 
Agronomy News 
This past year has been an exciting an~ productive 
one. We, along with our graduate students David 
Embrey and Jason Simmons attended the annual 
American Society of Agronomy meeti ng in 
Indianapolis, IN during November 2002 where we 
presented papers and viewed paper and posters 
related to Agronomic research. During Apri l 2003. 
Drs. Sleugh and Willian accompanied a number of 
undergraduate and graduate students to the 
American Forage and Grasslands Counci l annual 
meeting in Lafayette, LA. Dr. Sleugh and David 
Embrey gave oral presentations at the meeting. 
everyone enjoyed the meeting and the hospitali ty so 
graciously bestowed by the conference hosts . 
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Our research continues to focus primari ly on best 
management practi ces involved in the utili zation of 
poultry litter as a fert ili zer source for forage and 
fiel d crops. We are working cooperatively with 
USDA-ARS on thi s project. Dr. Karamat Sistani, a 
USDA-ARS Soi l Scientist, was recently relocated to 
the WKU campus. Dr. Sistani is working 
cooperatively with us on this projcct, we're very 
happy to be working with such a competent and 
personable scient ist. We welcomed a new person to 
our research effort this year; Ms. Holly Henderson 
was hired in July as a Research Technician 
associated with the USDA-ARS funded waste 
management research. Finally. we are looking 
fonvard to occupying our just completed Agronomy 
Research Building located at the AREC. This 
structure will be an expanded version of our 
previous structure, having increased space for 
storage, supplies and equipment. - Dr. Becky 
G ilftllen, Dr. Byron Sleugh, Dr. Todd Willian 
Horticulture News 
I am the new faculty member, Dr. Martin Stone, and 
am excited to be a part of the Western Tradition. I 
am learning on Dr. James Martin and Roger Dennis 
for mentoring and assistance. It is qui te a luxury to 
have them for guidance. Besides Dr. Martin and 
Roger, everyone has made me feel very welcome to 
the department. 
I corne to Western after having owned a successful 
greenhouse, nursery, and landscape business in 
Oklahoma. The cold hard iness zone is the same so 
the plants are very fami liar, indeed. I am excited 
about shari ng the technical skills of horticult ure but 
also about giving them insight into the business 
aspects of the profession, too. My B.S. and M.S. 
degrees are from Oklahoma State Uni versity and I 
hold a Ph.D. from Texas A&M University. 
The greenhouses behind the EST build ing arc 
undergoing a much-needed faccli ft. They will be 
getting new covering that will increase their utility 
greatly. Now the research projects can expand to 
more than mosses and fern s. We have great plans 






greenhouse. The new coverings are being funded by 
a grant and we hope to be using them by the end of 
September. 
1 am excited to begin writing for the magazine, 
' Kentucky Gardener', beginning with the February 
2004 issue. I will be on the hot seat each month in 
the column, 'Ask The Expert'. It will be a great 
opportunity to publicize our department and 
university. 
I look forward to a busy, wonderful year of 
teaching, meeting students, and getting to know OUf 
alumni. Here's to a h1fcat year. - Dr. Martin Stone 
Turf News 
My fi rst year on the hill has been an exciting and 
busy time. OUT student enrollment in the turfgrass 
program has remained steady (40-45 students). This 
past year we had four graduates receive jobs in 
Louisville, Owensboro, Shepardsville, KY and 
At lan ta, GA. The Turf Club attended the annual 
GCSAA conference in Atlanta, GA. This year they 
plan to travel to San Diego, CA for the conference 
among other acti vities. A golf sc ramble is being 
held for the Turf Club on October 2S at Hobson 
Grove Course in Bowling Green, KY. We would 
like to have an alumni team. Please contact me 
(270-745-5967) if you are interested. 
The turf program has received more funding for 
research this past year than any other year in history. 
The Kentucky Turfgrass Council has donated the 
vast majority of funds. New research projects have 
been initiated at the Taylor Center and Crosswinds 
Golf Course. The projects include: spring dead spot 
control. annual bluegrass control on putting greens, 
suppression of annual bluegrass seedheads on 
putting greens, and over-seeding newly establi shed 
seeded bermudagrass. It is my hope that results from 
these projects can prove significant value to 
turfgrass managers in Kentuck y. I' m looking 
forward for another exciting, and hopefully, less 
hectic year here at WKU. - Dr. Paul \Voosley 
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Block & Bridle News 
The 2003-2004 WKU Block and Bridle year has 
started ofT with dedicated and goal oriented officers, 
which are ready to take their members on an 
academic year full of adventure. 
The 2003-2004 officer team is: President, Ricky 
Arnett; Vice Presiden t, Whitney LeGrand; 
Secretary, Emily Bishop; Treasurer, Erin Brown; 
Reporter, Kristie Haynes; Marshal , Tim Zoglmann; 
BBQ Chairmen, John Rowley, Jonathon Berkshire, 
Evan Tate; Scrapbook Chairman, Fran Korthouse; 
Social Chairmen. Ashley Musselman, Amy McGee; 
Alumni Secretary, Holl y Gilpin; and New Member 
Ambassador, A.J. Boden. 
On July 25th , the officers retreated to KAO 
campground in Bowl ing Green to discuss plans and 
goals for the upcoming year. The following day 
was full of activity as the officers prepared for the 
annual summer party. 
In August, with classes back in session, it was now 
time to recruit new members. The first week of 
September was Recruitment Week. There were 
events held every night that included the scavenger 
hunt on the fann, barnyard rodeo, volleyball , 
tailgating, and the tradition filled painting of the 
"B's." 
In October, the social chairs have planned a trip to 
Lexington that will include visi ting Keeneland and 
Maker's Mark Distillery. Beginning October 26th, 
B&B will begin construction of the noat for 
Homecoming. The theme for Homecoming thi s 
year is Big Red' s Haunted Hill. Halloween is the 
day before the big game and Block and Bridle will 
celebrate with a costume party. Admission to the 
party is either two cans of food or a money 
donation. All of the canned food collected will 
support needy families in our area for the holiday 
season. 
In December, Block and Bridle will settle down and 
our members will head home for Christmas, but 




into the swing of things. The fi rst item on our 
agenda will be planning for The National 
Convention which will be held in San Antonio, TX. 
This event is always a great experience fo r 
everyone. 
WKU Block and Bridle is very excited about this 
year. Our officers plan to make th is another award 
winni ng year. Block and Bridle officers and 
members would like to welcome and congratulate 
Darren Benton as our new B&B advisor. He was 
affili ated with Block and Bridle when he was a 
student here several years ago. He will be a great 
asset to our club and again, Congratulations! 
Alpha Gamma Rho 
Dear Alumni, 
Homecoming will be November 1. Breakfast wi ll 
start at 8:00 a.m. at the AGR house. The meeting 
will follow at 10:00 a.m. in Room 260 of EST and 
the Ag Alumni Luncheon will be held at 12:30 p.m. 
at the Ag Expo Center. Weather pending, we will 
tailgate before the game where Western will be 
playing Southern Illinois. We will have the dance at 
Reeds starting at 10:00 p.m. 
The Spring fonnal will be held at the Executive Inn 
Rivennont in Owensboro, KY, on March 12 and 13. 
The Alumni meeting, dinner and dance is scheduled 
for the 13th• Further in fonnation will be sent at a 
later date. If at all possible, we would love it if you 
can attend these act ivities as well as your famil y. 
This semester we have seven new initiates who are: 
Clay Devine of Morganfield, KY, Joey Blazina of 
Marion, K Y, Daniel Hendrickson of Morganfield , 
KY, Addison Thomson of Cynthiana, KY, Ben 
Turley of Clay, KY, Brian Peyton of Evansvi lle, IN 
and Will Grant of Portland, TN. 
If you have any questions or know of any lost 
brothers that haven' t been receiving letters, please 
contact us at (270) 842-989 1 or e-mail us at 
wkuagrs@yahoo.com. 
Sincerely, 
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Keep us Infonned: 
We want to hear from you 
and to share your news 
with other alumni. Send 
us your news on this fonn 
to the address below. 
Enclose another sheet if 








Name __________________________________________ _ 
Address ____________________________________ _ 
e-mail Address __________________________________ __ 
Home Phone ____________ __ Work Phone ____________ _ 
Class ____ _ Degree(s) _________ _ 
Your Employer __________________________________ __ 
Address ____________________________________ _ 
Job Title ____________________________________ _ 
Achievements and Events __________________________ _ 
Department of Af"Tficulture 
Western Kentucky University 
I Big Red Way 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-3576 





Your Presence at 
Homecoming 2003 
'Big Red's Haunted Hill' 
November 1, 2003 
Farm Tours - 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon (CST) 
meet at the Exposition Center 
$15 per plate 
Ballgame - 4:00 p.m. (CST) 
WKU vs. Southern Illinois 
R.S.V.P. by 
October 29 
Phone: (270) 745-3151 
Fax: (270) 745-5972 
E-mail: agriculture @ wku.edu 
I 
( 
• 
